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treasure charts which only add to the
delights of his books.

Frank Swinnerton [born 1884].

The gifted author of " Nocturne "
(1917), Frank Arthur Swinnerton,
writes largely on the lives of simple,
middle-class people and there is always
a welcome touch of humour. We
think of him also as one of our present-
day men of letters, for he is an out-
standing critic and may be taken as an
inspired and inspiring guide to the
literature of our time.

One of his most fascinating books is
" Harvest Comedy/' published in 1937,
whilst " The Georgian Literary Scene "
is a review of the writers of this century
and their contributions to our literary
wealth.

J. B. Priestley [born 1894].

"The Good Companions" is the title

of the book that first brought fame to
J. B. Priestley, and it might be taken
as the broad motto which inspires a
great deal of his writing and radio
talks. It is as though he says "Let's
all be good companions, whatever our
fortune in life, and pull together for
the common good." That is the spirit
behind " The Good Companions" in
which Jess Oakroyd, the worker from
Yorkshire, Miss Elizabeth Trant, the
lady with a small fortune of her own,
Inigo Jolifant, the young schoolmaster,
Susan Dean and her fellow-artistes of
" The Dinky Doos," all join forces in
the touring company known as " The
Good Companions," a delightful, robust,
humorous story in which many widely
varying types are portrayed with keen
insight and kindly understanding.

Records of Travel.
Since its publication in 1929, John
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A MAP OF THE THREE ISLANDS
This is one of the intriguing plans to be found in " Missee Lee," a book by Arthur Ransome.-
Mr. Ransome ranks very high as a writer for girls and boys and pens mostly tales of travel and
adventure.   His child characters " Swallows and Amazons " appear in many of his works,
growing older from book to book.